
HISTORY, LEGITIMACY, PEACE

Palestine and Israel



• History
• - past, present, future
• - the story we tell
• - origins
• - morality tale
• - accuracy
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• Legitimacy

• - what is good for me ? what is good for you ? what is good for us ?

• - self-regarding

• - non-self-regarding

• - whole systems may be legitimate even whilst individual components 
may be       regarded as illegitimate
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- how do we resolve equally compelling claims ?

- Which constituency ?

- Might : ‘the powerful do as they can, the weak do as they 
must’

- Violence/coercion

- Negotiation
- results based legitimacy
- process based legitimacy

- Reason

Legitimacy
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Peace

- Is peace simply the absence of war ?

- Must peace be just ? 

- Who would have to be the parties to peace (in the Pal-Isr
question) ?

- Should there be a ‘right of return’ ? If so, should that right 
be limited or restricted generationally ?

- One state, two states, more states or no states ?
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is indicated by the fact that in Korosty-
shev, Kiev province, marriage age re-
mained very stable from 1850 through
1880, never exceeding 19.7 years and ris-
ing to 21.1 years only in 1895. Taking Eu-
ropean Russia as a whole, 60.9 percent of
Jewish women marrying in 1867 were 21
years old or less, but in 1902 only 23.8
percent married that young (Binshtok
and Novoselsky, 1915, p. 21).

Family planning and birth control were
probably not widespread among East Eu-
ropean Jews up to the end of the nine-
teenth century. The situation began to
change noticeably at the beginning of the
twentieth century, perhaps as a result of
secularization. Indeed, secularization, to-
gether with changes in age structure
caused by mass emigration (working-age
people with children were the first to go)
provides an explanation for the apprecia-
ble decline in the birth rate. Even before
World War I the rate of natural increase
among Jews of European Russia had de-
clined, becoming practically identical to
that of the entire population (16.7 per
1,000 from 1905 to 1909).

In nineteenth-century Russia, an esti-
mated 69,400 Jews were baptized as Or-
thodox Christians, with about 12,000 be-
coming Catholics, and more than 3,000
Lutherans. From 1900 to 1914 approxi-
mately 20,000 Jews converted to Chris-
tianity. In Galicia and Bucovina the num-
ber of converts to Christianity was
smaller. Until the end of the 1850s, most
Jews who underwent baptism were com-
pelled to do so. Thus, from 1827 to 1856

about half of the 50,000 Jewish adoles-
cents recruited into the Russian cantonist
battalions were converted. Jews who con-
verted were often seeking to escape dis-
criminatory legislation, avoid criminal
prosecution, or marry Christians. While
mixed marriages were legalized in 1906,
their number was relatively small. Even
in Saint Petersburg, where such marriages

became commonplace prior to World
War I, they constituted only 15.7 percent
of all marriages contracted by Jews from
1906 to 1910.

Prior to World War I, Ashkenazic Jews
constituted 99.4 percent of the total
Jewish population of Eastern Europe
(6,289,000 persons). In addition to this
group there were about 20,000 Mountain
Jews, 14,000 Karaites, and 7,000 Krym-
chaks.)
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Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe in a farming colony in Argentina, 1905. (YIVO)

Table 3. Estimate of the Number of Jews in Eastern Europe in the Nineteenth Century (in
thousands)

Region (borders after 1815) 1800 1880 1900

Russian Empire (European part), including:
Northwestern provinces of the Pale 340 1,244 1,385
Southwestern provinces of the Pale 225 1,056 1,200
Novorossiia 24 450 770
Northeastern provinces of the Pale 11 172 235
Kingdom of Poland 250 1,005 1,350
Interior provinces of European Russia:

Northern Caucasus 19a 111a 260a

Austro-Hungarian Empire (East European part), including:
Galicia 295b 687b 811b

Bucovina 5 68 96
Transcarpathia 6 62 96

Prussia (East European part):
Province of Posen 45 57 35

Total Jews in Eastern Europe 1,220c 4,912c 6,238c

As a proportion of all the Jews in the world 50% 64% 59%
Total Ashkenazic Jews in Eastern Europe 1,205 4,887 6,208
As a proportion of Eastern European Ashkenazic Jews and their
descendants in the world

95% 85% 73%

aExcluding illegal residents. bIncluding Galician Rus’ and Western Galicia. cThis table does not include the
Jewish populations of the Czech lands, Hungary, and Romania.
sources: Adapted from DellaPergola, 2001, p. 20; Friedman, 1932, vol. 1, pp. 377–378; Jersch-Wenzel,
1989, pp. 73–84; [Kupovetsky], 1994, cols. 384–386; Laszlo, 1966, p. 89; Pinkas ha-kehilot: Romanyah, vol. 2,
p. 419 (1980); and the author’s additional estimates.
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Source : http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-and-non-jewish-population-of-israel-palestine-1517-present
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The Ottoman legacy and the British mandate

Pan-Arabism and anti-colonialism

Palestinian not Arab

Secular, socialist, exile

Religious, Islamist, domestic

Politics of recognition
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One state, two states, more states or no states ? 

Wrong question.

No peace.
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